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AMERICANISM VERSUS SOCIALISM. 



(Address before tbe Middlesex County Bar Associatioii at Youngs Hotel, Boston, Mass., Dec. 23, 1919, by 

Rome O. Brown, of the Minneapolis Tribone, Minneapolis, Minn.] 

Why should a lawyer of the western plains be asked to come to 
the hub of academic learning to address the intellectual highbrows 
of the eastern bench and bar on a question pertaining to the preserva- 
tion of our form of government? That I can not answer. 

THE WEST A NUBSERT OF SOCIALISM. 

But I can say why that western lawyer accepted your invitation. 
Bom and educated m New England, he has, during his 30 or more 
years of residence in the West, been made to feel the lack of appre- 
ciation on the part of the conservative New Englander of the dangers 
of those movements against our American institutions which have 
sprung into activity, and sometimes into life, out of the very wild- 
ness and instability of the newer West. In the composite mentality 
of the East, novelty and change, whether it be in social or political 
reform, are met at the very outset by the stonewall of conservatism. 
In the West the reverse is true. The West was opened up to Ameri- 
can civilization by a breaking away from the traditional conservatism 
of the East. Its lands were peopled by pioneers. Its territorial and 
State governments and all its institutions were those of pioneers 
struggung for a new existence, defying conventionalities and prece- 
dents, revolutionizing from the start the traditions of their forebears 
of the East. 

This receptiveness in attitude of mind toward innovation, this 
spirit of defiance of traditions and of established institutions, have 
made the West the fertile nursery of new cults of many kinds, in 
which have been transplanted from the East, and from foreign coun- 
tries, the seeds of revolution against those institutions which are 
denoted by the term *' Americanism." That the West has not in 
recent years become un-American, is due to that steadying and safe- 
guarding spirit of Americanism which was inherited by the pioneers 
of the West, and later by their descendants, from their ancestors, the 
Putnams, the Aliens, and the Adamses oi New England, the Lees 
and Tuckers of the South, and from the fathers of our republican form 
of government, those who sat in the Constitutional Convention of 
1 787, and those who, like Marshall and Kent, interpreted its meaning 
for the understanding of the world. 

So it is that confiscation of lands by applying the single tax theory, 
which originated in the East, is to-day loimd applied in the tax laws 
of a Western State. So, also, that greater movement for the confisca- 
tion of private property which is mcluded in the term "Socialism" 
is also active throughout that great part of the United States located 
west of the Mississippi River and has become the basic theory of the 
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government of at least one great State. WWle the initiative, 
referendum, and recall literature of Swiss authors was being studied 
by you of the East as a mere theory, it had become a Bible in some 
parts of the West and its theories were enacted into law in the State 
of Oregon in 1908, afterwards in one form or another in many 
Western States, thence spreading to the Atlantic coast. In the form 
of the recall of judges, it was written into the constitution of Oregon in 
1908, California in 1911, Colorado, Arizona, and Nevada in 1912, 
Kansas in 1914, and in Colorado the same constitutional amendment 
provides for the recall of judicial decisions. 

When, early in 1911, a copy of an address of mine against the recall 
of judges, citmg the Oregon example, came into the nands of one of 
my eastern lawyer friends, he commended the address, but suggested 
that my time might be better occupied than in combatting wind- 
mills, mere theories that were impossible of any wide acceptance or 
any lasting adoption anywhere, l^ever^heless, in none of those six 
western judicial recall States has there as yet been any eflfective 
movement for repeal of these measures which tend to destroy the 
independence of the judiciary and thereby to eliminate the protection 
of constitutional safeguards. 

It is in the West where entire cities, and in one case an entire 
State, have come under the direct political control of socialists. It 
is in the West that have been shown the most violent outcrops of 
antigovemment and all sorts of revolutionary movements and 
where the violence taught by Socialism, in the form of I. W. W.ism, 
has been widely practiced by riot, incendiarism, and the crippling of 
public and private enterprises. You of the East have had some 
experiences of the same sort, but in most instances these have been 
only throbs from the more intense agitations of the West. About 
five years ago you had to meet a measure in the legislature of this 
State provimng for the recall of judicial decisions in all cases, when 
''a law otherwise duly enacted by the legislative authority of the 
Commonwealth shall be held by the judicial supreme court to be in 
violation of the Constitution." 

It was by a western Senator, Owen, of Oklahoma, that within a 
year or two was introduced and advocated in the Congress, an amend- 
ment to a biQ for an act providing that: 

Any executive or ludicial officer who in his official capacity denies the constitu- 
tionality of this act shall ipso facto vacate his office. No judge of an inferior Federal 
court ^lall permit the question of the constitutionality of this act to be raised in the 
court over which he presides, and the United States Supreme Court shall have no 
appellate power to pass upon such question. 

And in support of his amendment he declared on the floor of the 
Congress that John Marshall's decision in the case of Marbury y. 
Madison was a piece of judicial usurpation and that it was a mis- 
take to view our Government as one of three branches, because, he 
said, there were only two branches, the legislative and executive. 
He would have the legislatures of the various States and the National 
Legislature empowered to pass and have enforced any statute, how- 
ever repugnant to the constitutional property and personal rights of 
the individual. In other words, he would eliminate constitutional 
safeguards by eliminating the judicial fimction of measuring a 
statute by the rule of the Constitution and stopping its enforcement 
if contrary thereto^ 



AMEBioAjsnaia. yebsus socialism. 5 

These and other socialist activities are to a large degree peculiar to 
the West, and it is to some of them that I would to-dav call your 
attention and present them as contrasts to that idea wnich we aU 
have of Americanism. 

AMERICANISM. 

The cause of Americanism needs no special pleader before the bar 
of this State. Americanism was bom here. It has persisted here, 
and this, too, right down to date, for the Americanism that means 
government oy law and not by mob rule was upheld here in this city 
within the past few months by the staunch and'fearless stand taken 
by Gov. Cfoolidge when he stopped, by intervention of military 
force, a rebellion which appearea in this city in the form which is 
really the essence of aU rebellions, a strike against the government. 

Americanism means nothing more nor less than a government by 
law as contrasted with a government by mob violence. It means a 
government, not by statute, not by legislative action whether subject 
to a referendum or otherwise, ft means a government, so far as 
statutory enactments are concerned, by legislation which observes 
the rules established by the fundamental law, constitutional and 
otherwise, governing the property and personal rights of individuals. 
It means a government which is founded upon the theory of the 
individual right of private property and of certain personal rights 
and liberties, includmg the right to contract and be protected in the 
contract made; the right of ireedom of religious worship; the right 
of every individual to acquire, to own and to hold as his own, the 
fruits of his initiative, his capacity, his effort, and his thrift. It is a 
government which holds out encouragement and incentive to indi- 
vidual effort and thrift because it is a government which has estab- 
lished an independent judicial department whose function it is to 
declare invaUd any legislation which is repugnant to those rights. 

It is a government founded upon Magna Charta, wrested from 
King John, at Runnymede, whereby En^sh civilization protested 
for all time against any tyrannical invasion of the rights and liber- 
ties of the individual. Ttis protest became our fundamental law in 
the form of the Bill of Rights which has become the basis of our 
Federal Constitution and that of every State, controlling upon every 
court, every executive, every legislator, and every citizen. This 
efficient protection of individual rights was, more than anything 
else, the purpose and the accompushment of our constitutionca 
government. 

Americanism means a government under which the judiciary has, 
not control, not initiative, but the great essential safeguardi^ 
element necessary to a consistent, efficient government bylaw. It 
means a system of government which is not a tyranny, neither a 
tyranny of democracy upon the one hand, nor a tyranny of autocracy 
upon the other. It was to establish a government free from the evils 
of these tyrannies that our Constitution was established and that an 
independent judiciary was made essential to its operation and to its 
preservation, and that it was made the supreme law of the land, 
controlling upon all judges, State and Federal, and it was made the 
duty under oath of every executive officer and judge. Federal and 
State^ as well as of every citizen, to observe and ooey at all times the 
constitutional prohibitions against infringement of individual rights. 
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(h) Workmen's control of industry to be exercised by the industrial oiganization 
(industrial unions or Soviets) of the workers and the industrial vote, as against govern 
ment ownership or state control of industry. 

(c) Repudiation of all national debts. 

(a) Expropriation of the bank — preliminary measure for the complete expropria- 
tion of capital. 

(«) Expropriation of the railways and the large organizations of capital — ^no com- 
pensation to be paid. * * * 

These are not the immediate demands but imply a revolutionary struggle against a 
capitalistic state and against capitalism, the conquest of ^wer of the proletariat 
through revolutionary mass action. They imply the new soviet state of the organized 
producers, the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

Then, included in its platform, are the following: 

Realizing that a political party can not reorganize and reconstruct the industrial 
organizations of the working class, and that that is the task of the economic or^niza- 
tions themselves, we demand that the party assist this process of reorganization by 
propaganda for revolutionary industrial unionism as part of its general activities. 
We believe that it is a mission of the party to assist the proletariat to adopt newer 
and more effective forms of organization and to stir it into newer and more revolution- 
arymodes of action. * * * 

We demand that the Socialist Party shall elect delegates to the International Con- 
gress i^roposed by the Gommumst Party of Russia (Bolsheviki); that our party shall 
participate only in the new international with which are affiliated the Communist 
rarty of Russia (Bolshevik)^ the Communist Labor Party of Germany (Spartacans), 
and all other left-wing parties and groups (the socialist organ, "The Truth," Duluth, 
Minn., May 23, 1919.) 

The program of violence declared by the most rabid I. W. W/s, 
mcludmg their system of sabotage, is m substance identical with 
these declarations of the socialists of 70 years ago and of the Bolshevist 
socialists of to-day. They all have the same object, the violent 
destruction of the private property system wherein private ownership 
in anything is recognized. 

As Ludwig Lore, socialist, explains (The Class Struggle, August, 
1919), the socialist who has adhered to orthodox socialism — 

believes that socialism can not be realized by purelv political methods; that the 
masses must be trained to appreciate and understand the necessity of decisive action 
at the critical moment. 

£• \V« \V«ISM, 

The alliance of socialism, whether orthodox Marxian socialism 
or the Bolshevist socialism of this comitry, with I. W. W.ism is 
apparent from the above platforms. But the alhance is further 
shown by the platform of the I. W. W. as it is stated by Vincent 
St. John, at one time its general organizer and also general secretary 
and treasurer. In his Tflie I. W. W., its History, Structure, and 
Methods, he says: 

There is but one bar8»,in the I. W. W. will make with the employing class — complete 
surrender of all control of industry to the oiganized workers. 

As a revolutionary organization the Industrial Workers of the World aim to use any 
and all tactics that will get the results sought with the least expenditure of time and 
energy. The tactics us^ are determined solely by the power of the oiganization to 
make good in their use. The question of " right and wrong " does not concern us. 

The Industrial Workers realize that the day of successfullon^ strikes is past. Under 
all ordinary circumstances a strike that is not won in four to six weeks can not be won 
by remainin£[ out longer. In trustified industry the employer can better afford to 
fight one str&e that lasts six months than he can six strikes that take place in that 
period. 

The organization does not allow any party to enter into time contracts with employ- 
en. It aims, where strikes are used, to paralyze all branches of the industry involved, 
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when the employers can least afford a cessation of work — during the busy season and 
when there are rush orders to be filled. 

The Industrial Workers of the World maintain that nothing will be conceded by the 
employers except that which we have the power to take and hold by the strength of 
our organization. Therefore we seek no agreement with the employers. 

Failmg to force concessions from the employers by the strike, work is resumed and 
" sabotage" is used to force the employers to concede the demands of the workers. 

This I. W. W. advocacy of '* direct action'^ is precisely on the 
principle of that of the orthodox socialist. The only diflterence is 
m the ingenuity and variety of the methods of sabotage. The prin- 
ciple is the same. Experience has also demonstrated that the alliance 
is not alone in theory but also in practice, for wherever there has 
arisen a strike against industry or a strike against the government, 
all the revolutionary influences and forces of socialism, Dolshevism, 
and I. W. W.ism are united, not only in sympathy, but in action. 
And, as I shall show later, that outcrop of western socialism which 
has tai:en the form of ^^Townleyism" in North Dakota and other 
States in the West, has been caught in an express offensive and 
defensive alliance with the I. W. W. 

SOCIALIST ATTITUDE TOWARD OXJB GOVERNMENT. 

Socialism in this country to-day teaches that our Declaration of 
Independence and our Federal Constitution are merely instruments 
deliberately concocted to perpetuate fraud, robbery, and oppression. 
The government which has its basis upon those instruments is held 
up to derision as a government of fraud and of robbery, a government 
oi injustice, a government of exploitation of the weaker for the benefit 
of the stronger, a govermnent of oppression, a government wicked 
in its formation, wicked in its administration and wicked in all its 
promises for the future. Righteously and logically, according to 
orthodox Socialism as taught in this country to-day, our Govern- 
ments, State and Federal, are only the deserving objects of enmity 
and destruction by every citizen within their jurisdiction. 

The Socialist national platform in 1912 included the following 
items in its program of action: 

The Government ownership and management of all means of trans- 
portation and cominunication, and of all large-scale industries, 
including the immediate acquirement by the Government, either 
municipal, State, or Federal, of all grain elevators, stockyards, 
storage warehouses, and other distributmg agencies; all land should 
be taken over by the State either directly or by confiscatory taxation- 
the adoption of the initiative, referendum, and recall (including judicial 
recall); the fixing of minimum-wage scales in all employments; the 
abolition of the United States Senate and of the veto power of the 
President, and allowing a repeal of national laws only oy act of the 
Congress or by voters in a majority of the States; the abolition of all 
Federal courts, except the Federal Supreme Court, and the election 
of all judges for short terms; the abolition of the power ^'usurped" 
(as they say) by the Supreme Court of the United States to pass upon 
the constitutionality of legislative acts: and the revision (upon the 
Socialist basis) of the Constitution of tne United States. 

But these are only temporary measures of ' 'relief" and are steps 
to a greater change. That is, they 
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are but a preparation of the workers to seize the whole powers of Government in order 
that they may thereby lay hold of the whole system of socialized industry and thus 
come to their rightful inheritance. 

The platform of 1916 is practicallj the same. 

The 1912 Socialist platform in Mimiesota, after advocating similar 
temporary measures of *' relief," states as the ultimate aim of Social- 
ism: 

The before-mentioned measures are presented by the Socialist Party for the im- 
mediate relief of the workers but its main efforts are directed to the complete over- 
throw of the present capitalist order and the establishment of an industrial system 
based upon the collective ownership and democratic management and control of liie 
sources and machinery of wealth production. 

The Socialist Party of Minneapolis in its 1912 platform proposes 
specific changes and then asserts that these are only a step to an end: 

We repeat that it must be distinctly imderstood that we advocate these remedial 
measures only as a means tf advance the one great end of the cooperative Common- 
wealth. 

THE SOCIALISTS AND OUR CONSTITUTION. 

The Socialist propaganda publishes wide its view of oiu* Constitu- 
tion and shamelessly and treasonably derides that instrument and 
traduces the character of its makers. They were *' grafters'' and 
*' crooks." Allan Benson asserts that oiu* Constitution was adroitly 
planned and put together and its adoption surreptitiously and deceit- 
fully seciu*ed, for the very purpose of destroying the rights and 
liberties of the common people. He holds up to the utmost contempt 
that instrument for which respect and support are made the essence 
of the oath of American citizenship. He villifies the Constitution 
itself, defames its makers and the very motives of their work in its 
making, and teaches disloyalty to it and to the Government the 
stability of which depends upon the enforcement of that Constitution 
as its fundamental law. He sneers at the idea of holding the Consti- 
tution in veneration and says that anyone who, knowing the prin- 
ciples and purposes that underlie our Constitution, voluntarily 
accepts citizenship under it should be regarded *' either as a fool or a 
fraud.'' ^ 

This is from the chosen national representative of the Socialist 
movement in this coimtry during the political campaign of 1916, of 
whom Eugene V. Debs, also once Socialist candidate for President, 
has said that ''no one is better qualified to write a popular exposition 
of the Socialist philosophy and to make clear to the average reader 
the real meaning of Sociafism." 

The Declaration of Independence is reviled as a document written 
by American thieves to fool the workers with.' 

And not only a poUtical revolution, but a social revolution as well, 
is contemplated. Our Government is founded on the institution oi 
the family but orthodox Socialism classes monogamy as an ally of 
prostitution and inveighs against the family relation.' Socialism is 
also atheistic. "We aim," says August Bebel, ''in the domain of 

1 Chapter 2, Our Dishonest Constitution, by Allan L. Benson; also Benson in Pearson's Magazine, August, 
1913. 

s Age of Reason, published at Dallas, Tex., in Julv, 1914. 

< See The Communist Manifesto, by Marx and sngels: also Outlooks from a New Standpoint, by £. 
BelfortBax; also Origin of the Family, by Frederick Engeis: also Woman and Socialism, by August Bebel, 
also Socialism, by Correa M. Walsh, pubUshed by Sturgui-walton Co., New York. 
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what is called to-day religion, at atheism." And one of the last 
Knssian bolshevik declarations asserts that "the family and the 
church are the two great enemies of humanity." God is eliminated. 
Industries, the State, and womanhood itself, are eliminated — that is, 
''nationalized." 

Next to Benson himself, the most conspicuous and active muck- 
raker of our constitutional system tonday is a rank Socialist (but one 
who would deny the brand) who is Chief Justice of the State Supreme 
Court of North Carolina. He paraphrases Benson in expressing his 
views as to the motives of the makers of our Constitution as well as 
his views in regard to its enforcement. Its origin and enforcement 
are, he says, the work of '* exploiters" intended and operated as an 
instrument of oppression and injustice, and, until he can get this 
Constitution of ours changed in terms and in theory, he would have 
its enforcement preventea by establishing the judicial recall or by 
other measures calculated to deprive the courts of the functions 
which he claims are entirely usurped.* 

These men, Benson and Clark, are only two of a very large number 
of citizens who are more undesirable than any member of the I. W. W. 
such as Haywood, Ettor, or Giovannitti, or than any red-rag anarchist 
who escapes from some foreign prison to practice his favorite art of 
bomb-throwing in this country. We can incarcerate murderous 
I. W. W. We can deport the ahen agitator. But as yet we have no 
adequate recourse against such men as Benson and Clark whose 
instructions in enmity to our Government are published as part of 
the propaganda of Socialism to stir up riot and rebellion throughout 
our land.* ^ 

TOWNLEYISM — A WESTERN OUTCROP OP SOCIALISM. 

You have heard of the so-called ''Farmers Non-Partisan League." 
It has captured, and now for three years has held, the government of 
the State of North Dakota. Its propaganda is spread throughout 
the United States and it has made most dangerous assaults upon the 
governments of Minnesota, Iowa, South Dakota, Montana, Idaho, 
and other Western States. It is working to-day to a greater or less 
extent in every State in the Union and, right here in the East, it has 
its press organs and representatives. Its name is deceiving. It is 
neither '^farmers'' nor 'nonpartisan*' nor ''league." It is a Socialist 
conspiracy controlled entirely by a bankrupt Socialist by the name of 
A. C. Townley, who is exploiting the farmers to estabhsh a Socialist 
autocracy of which Townley himself is, and intends to remain, the 
Czar, Kaiser and Sultan. He buncoes the farmers out of money to 
operate a Socialist propaganda as a result of which, he says himself, 
he expects to see the Townley flag of Socialism wave on every State 
capital dome of the country and upon the Capitol at Washington 
itself. He publicly denies Socialism and disloyalty but he stands 

1 Chief Justice Walter Clark on Govenmient by Judges, address at Cooper Union, New York City, Jan- 
uary 27, 1914; also by same author; Some Myths of the Law, Michigan Law Review, November, 1914; also 
Some Defects in the Constitution of the United States, and Back to the Constitution. 

* The American Socialist and the War, with introduction by Morris Hlllquit. This is one of the publi- 
cations oi an endowed Socialist bureau, the Rand School of Social Science, New York City. This school is 
a propagandist of Socialism. pubUshing and widely circulating throughout the United States publications 
of Sodaust literature, inelnaing writings of Benson. Soott Neanng, and Prof. George D. Herron and others. 
This school is now helping to introduce Russian bolshevism into this country by publication of speeches of 
lienin, and others of the Russian Bolsiievlsts. 
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self-registered on his registration blank in North Dakota as belonging 
to the '^Socialist Party."' 

He was recently declared a bankrupt in the Federal Courts of Nortli 
Dakota. He and his manager Gilbert were indicted and convicted 
in the courts of Minnesota on charges of sedition and disloyalty to 
his Government in time of war. One of his chief allies, J. jBentall, 
the recent Socialist candidate for governor of Minnesota, is now before 
the Federal court on the charge of disloyalty. He just served his 
sentence in one of the county jails of Minnesota, where he has been 
incarcerated for the crime of sedition. 

When Bentall was announced to start on his way to jail, a "farewell 
meeting" was officially annoimced by the Minnesota socialist organi- 
zation m the following words: 

This will be the last public appearance of Comrade Bentall, before he has to ^o to 
the Crow Wing County jail for * ' sedition " on February 2. Admission free. Auspicee, 
Socialist Party of Minnesota. 

James A. Peterson, after conviction and sentence in the Federal 
court for seditious utterances, received support from the Townley 
organization for nomination for United States Senator from Minne- 
sota and received 89,000 votes. Beside others of Townley's associates 
who have been either indicted or convicted for seditious acts are 
TownleVs manager, Joseph Gilbert, Townley organizers, F. J. Shu- 
maker, N. S. Randall, and Joseph Kolu, and one of Townley's editors, 
Carl A. Wold. Townley's candidate for governor in the Minnesota 
primary election, C. A. Lindbergh, is a Socialist who published a book 
m July, 1917, entitled " Why is your Country at War ? which breathes 
disloyalty. In its attitude toward the war it paraphrases the' St. 
Louis platform dT the Socialist party and inveighs against liberty 
bonds and the Red Cross. Still, Lindbergh received over 160,000 
votes for governor, or within 48,000 of Governor Bumquist. The 
Townley candidates always receive the imdivided Socialist and pro- 
German vote. 

THE SOCIALIST REGIME OF TOWNLEY. 

As a concrete example of Socialism in practice let me tell you what 
the Socialists are doing in North Dakota. They control, under 
Townlev, the legislative, judicial, and executive departments of the 
North Dakota State government. In 1918 they passed, by initiative 
vote of the people, constitutional amendments which open a way to 
a purely Sociahst r6gime in that State. Included among these is 
the measure which conforms to the main plank in the platforms of 
both the national and State Socialist parties — the provision which 
permits the State to engage in any industrial enterprise or business, 
except the liquor busmess." (North Dakota is and has been for 
years a constitutionally prohibition State.) 

I said that these amendments had been "passed" by the people. 
That was not correct. They were simply declared by Townley's 
Socialist supreme court to have been passed, although they were not. 
And right nere is a good example of the defiance by socialism in 
practice of all legal and constitutional restraints. The North Dakota 

^ See The Fanner and To\mleyisni and A. C. Townley Smoked Out, published by J. D. Bacon. Qrand 
Forks, N. Dak.; also The Nonpartisan League inon the Inside, by Rev. 8. B. Haxwall, published by ftt 
ICarie News Co., 96 East Fifth Street, St. Paul, Miiin. 
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State constitution reauired that, to pass a constitu^^^^ « 
bv initiative vote of tne people, it must receive, not mBvJ^^ndment 
01 the votes cast upon that measure, but a majoritv of^^^ajorftj 
at that general election; and this was emphasized by aiK?^ cast 
stitutional provision that, if passed by two succeeding leW con, 
it should then be referred to the people and that in such ci^nres. 
action of the legislature should be confinned as to any amencthe 
by a majority of votes cast thereon. Townley himself gave warixt 
to the voters before the general election, for fear that these amei 
ments should not receive a majority of aU the votes cast at the gene^^ 
election. He publicly issued oral and written warnings stating thav 
the proposed amendments in order to pass must receive a maj^ority 
of all the votes cast at the general election. But when such majority 
failed he and his canvassing board claimed that the amendments had 
passed anyway; and his State supreme court so decided.* 

TOWNLEYISM IN ACTION. 

The North Dakota legislative session of last winter was one where 
the socialist Townleyites indulged in a regular orgy of control. The 
first step to insure speed and discourage opposition, and also to 
obviate the necessity of debate and deliberation on the floor of the 
legislature, was the establishment of an outside controlling body in 
the form of a secret caucus, wherein sat the high priests of the 
Townley Non-Partisan League and wherein all actions were com- 
pletely under control of Townley and his few chosen adherents. 
To this secret caucus no one was admitted except those members of 
Townley's league who had been sworn in and had a card to pass 
them into the caucus room. If afterwards, on the floor of either 
branch of the legislature, any discussion is started on any measure, 
some league member moves the previous question. All debate is 
stopped and the measure passes or fails according to the previous 
action of the secret caucus. It is useless for anybody to introduce a 
bill before it is approved by the socialist members of the secret 
caucus and a league member has to introduce a bill if he is told to 
do so. One of the official organs of the league, published at Bis- 
marck, announced that any league member who did not follow the 
action of the league caucus upon measures before the legslature 
-would be excommunicated and, indeed, driven out of North Dakota. 

1 The maimer in which Judicial and legislative functions are confounded by Townlev's socialistludges is 
Illustrated by the decision in thecaseof State ex rel. Twitchelo. HalLrenderedin October, 1918. (Reported 
171 K. W. Rep., p. 213.) One of the supreme court judges was accustomed to suggest, and even announce, 
in advance of action by his court, as to what might be expected to be the decision on various questions, 
even before they were raised in court. Indeed, he would make predictions, or even promises, as to whai 
Ills decision or that of his court would be; and in his election campaign he had used such promises as induce- 
ments for his reelection; and particularly in one case where he promised to reverse a former decision of the 
court on a constitutional question. So, after electi<ni, when the question was again raised in another case 
land reargued, this justice had urged as one of his objections to an application for an injunction against 
some action by the secretary of state that the latter's action was taken by one who was conversant with 
the justice's promise to reverse the former decision under which the action of the secretary of state would 
bave been unconstitutional. This was too much for Chief Justice Andrew Bruce, who resigned and left 
the State after filing a dissenting opinion, in which he said: 

<'It is no doubt true, as has been publicly stated by my associate, Mr. Justice Robinson, that he, the 
said justice, made a preelection promise to overrule the decision in tne case of State ex rel. v . Hall.supra, 
and that he would not have been elected if he had net doneso, and it mav be true, as asserted by Mr. Justice 
Robinson, that the secretary of state was conversant with this fact. I have yet to learn, however, that the 
inalcing of any such preelection promise was ever contemplated by the framers of our Government. * * * 
I believe that we have long since passed the time when ft is expedient or wise for the courts to administer 
the law on the basis of their own individual opinions and to change the established law with every tem- 
poracy wave of popular opinion." 
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, u 1 • ij^^^jrfship of the proletariat" was seen in action it 
Xf ever 'j'^® ^^^^^iegislature controlled by Townlej's secret caucus, 
vrasthisfo"™ 

LeniB^j 

atany. ^ ^ 

idea oi /was the intent of this Townleyite legislature to force 
Thaj^upon North Dakota is apparent from the measures which 

sooiajfesea, as well as those which were prepared by Townley and 

v?^p6ciates and brought to Bismarck for introduction and passage. 

' yill provided for a ground-rent tax. That is, a tax upon capi- 

)d ground rent. This means that if the rental value or return 

the land amounted to $5 per acre and the tax commissioner 

>SQ 10 per cent as the proper percentage for capitalization, then 

!o an acre would be added to the assessable value of the land, 
^his was in addition to general property tax, and under the rate of 
levies made would mean a general confiscation of the land. In other 
words, it is a confiscatory smgle land tax. 

A classification act provided for division of lands into used and 
unused, the used \o be valued at 60 per cent and the unused at 100 
per cent of actual value, with an exemption as to such distinction of 
any homestead of 640 acres or less. Structures and improvements 
upon city realty of a value of $2,500 or less were tax free. Those 
valued at more than $2,500 and less than $3,500 paid a tax upon 
$1,000 valuation, and those valued at $3,501 or upward Were taxed 
upon their full value. The owner of a house worth $4,000 would 
have to pay a tax in the neighborhood of $600, a tax above its rental 
value, tnus accomplishing confiscation of that class of property by 
taxation. 

By these processes it was expected that the lands held by any 
owner in excess of 640 acres, and any improved town or city property 
of Value in excess of $3,500 would pass into the hands of the State. 
But as the State pays no taxes upon its property, the burden of taxa- 
tion would then shut to the next class, that is, the homes in a town 
or city valued between $2,500 and $3,500. The necessarily increased 
rate of levy would finally confiscate this class of property to the State, 
and so on until all real estate would become, as orthodox socialism 
teaches it should become — the property of the State. 

We have seen how the socialist single tax program of taxation has 
worked out. Indeed socialism as taught and applied by Townley 
is everywhere apparent to be of the orthodox type. The Non- 
partisan League has been advertising and selling ^* a league textbook" 
by Frederick C. Howe, of which a special league edition was gotten 
out for league members and this booK advocates the ''reform known 
generally as the single tax.'^ It advocates the exemption from taxa- 
tion of all improvements and of personal property and increasing 
taxes on land up to the full amount of the rental value, thereby gradu- 
ally depriving land of any value. This is precisely the Socialist 
method of confiscating to the State all lands and thereby all agricul- 
tural industries, at the same time that other industries are taken over 
from private ownership and control to the State. As Henir George 
wrote, the object of the single tax was, that the State should become 
the universal landlord without calling herself so.* ' He did not propose 
either to purchase or to confiscate private property in land. To 
purchase, he said, would be unjust. To confiiscate would be needless. 
"It is only necessary to confiscate the rent" for, as he says, *'we (the 
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State), may safely leave them the shell, if we take the kernel." 
Picture the North Dakota farmer members of Townley's ^' league," 
when they wake up *'the morning after" their present political 
debauch. 

North Dakota has an area of 70,837 square miles, or nearly that of 
the combined area of Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, and rortugal; 
or more than the combined area of New Jersey and Delaware and the 
. entire six New England States ; a population of about three-quarters 
of a million, 90 per cent of which are engaged in agriculture. Its 
30,000,000 acres of f^rm lands (two-thirds of its area) were assessed 
in 1917, before the Townley regime, at $203,000,000. Under the 
Townley taxation laws this assessment was more than quadrupled, 
becoming over $1,000,000,000 this year when these farm lands pay 
over 70 per cent of the total State tax as against about 50 per cent in 
previous years. The total per capita tax has been doubled in a year 
by an increase in taxes from about $2,000,000 to about $7,000,000. 
These increases were due to appropriations for State uses of over 
$20,000,000 for the purpose of enablmg the State to take over banks, 
elevators, and flour mills, and other branches of private business. 

A SOCIALIST TYRANNY CONTROLS NORTH DAKOTA. 

•♦ 

The foundation of the Townley system is the industrial commission, 
composed of three members, the governor, the attorney general, and 
the commissioner of agriculture and labor, with full power **to con- 
duct and manage on the behalf of the State of North Dakota certain 
utilities, enterprises, and industries now or hereafter established by 
lavsr.'' The governor has arbitrary veto power over any action of- this 
autocratic triumvirate. His dictum controls. The governor is se- 
lected by Townley and is controlled by him, although Townley^s 
residence is in Minnesota and' he is not even a taxpayer in North 
Dakota. Heriatofore his record in North Dakota was, that he was 
there registered as a Socialist and later declared a bankrupt in North 
Dakota's Federal court. Nevertheless, all the property, all the 
wealth, and all the business interests in the State have been put into 
his control, with the right in the name of the State to engage in any 
business not prohibited to private individuals, and with the right 
''to determine the location of such utilities, enterprises, and indus- 
tries,' ' also the right *'to acquire by purchase, lease, or by exercise of 
the right of eminent domam all necessary properties and property 
rights and generally to use the same so as to promote such utilities, 
enterprises, and industries;'' also ^' to fix the buying price of things 
bought and the selling price of things sold, incidental to said utilities, 
enterprises, and industries," and ^'to procure the necessary funds by 
negotiating the bonds of the State of North Dakota." This bankrupt 
Hn the same way has control of the school and institution fund of 
$60,000,000 and of the $40,000,000 of legal reserve of State banks, 
concentrated into the Townley Bank of North Dakota. These with 
other funds make a grand total of nearly $200,000,000 to be juggled 
with by this mountebank of finance. 

This industrial commission, and through it the Townley gov- 
ernor — and through him Townley himself— iave become the tyrants 
of the government of North Dakota, which Justice Robinson of 
the State supreme court asserted in one of his recent decisions had 
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ceased to be a State government and had become an "industrial 
democracy." In fact, it has become an industrial tyranny. The 
industrial commission — ^that is, Townley — controls the finances and 
industries, public and private, through certain depffftments, so 
organize and operated as to socialize au business under the despotic 
rule of Townley, who to-day is more of a one-man power in North 
Dakota than ever Lenin was in Russia. Socialism in North Dakota 
has become, as it did in Russia, a dictatorship, not of the prole- 
tariat either in Russia or North Dakota nor of the farmers or prole- 
tarians in North Dakota — but a dictatorship of the autocrat who 
has wrested all semblance of power from the people and who has 
emerged out of the resulting chaos as the tyrant of autocratic rule. 

This industrial commission, and through it Townley, have fortified 
their control by the organization of the following departments : 

(1) The State Bank of North Dakota, backed by a $2,000,000 
bond issue of the State. In this bank must be deposited all public 
funds — ^those of the State, those of counties, those of cities and all 
pubhc institutions, amounting to over $90,000,000. This bank can 
redeposit these ftinds in local State banks but only on the approval 
of Gk)v, JVazier, who does just what and only wnat Townley tells 
him to do. So any local banker must become a Townley non-parti- 
san leaguer in order to remain in business. 

An example of the Townley methods of financing is to be found 
in the case of the Scandinavian American Bank of Fargo, an institu- 
tion through which the Non Partisan League has done most of its 
banking. The connection between the State bank and the Scandi- 
navian American Bank at Farffo was very close. The latter was 
especially favored with deposits oy the State Bank of North Dakota. 

The Scandinavian American Bank was closed by order of the 
banking board when it was found that^ it had made excessive loans, 
amounting to several hundred thousand dollars, to the Non Partisan 
League and several league subsidiaries. Post-dated checks, most of 
them given in exchange for memberships in the Non-Partisan League, 
had been put up as collateral for these loans. The Townley supreme 
court forced the banking board to give up possession of the Scandi- 
navian American Bank, however, and turns its affairs over to the 
State bank examiner, a Socialist appointed by Gov. Frazier. The 
bank was permitted by the supreme court to reopen its doors. 
Shortly thereafter the president of the bank was convicted in court 
for having withheld information from the banking board and its 
examiners. The cashier is under indictment for the same offense. 

This bank was conducted on the Socialist principle that all men, 
even if they were not now of equal wealth, would oe in the future. 
TTiat is, on the principle that it a man had not to-day become pos- 
sessed of his fair share of the total wealth of the State, he was sure to 
become a copartner at some future time in all the wealth represented 
by the State's resources, public and private. The bank was found 
to be conducting its entire finances on a system of post-dated finance, 
in the same way that its owners were conducting the affairs of the 
State on a system of post-dated economics and post-dated states- 
manship. Tnat is, on the theory that if the trial balance of the 
State's management and of the ability of the men in charge, showed 
to-day in large red figiures, there would come the good Socialist 
period when everything would be red, and therefore right, and 
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when the finances and efficiency and ability of all individuals should 
be upon a par. 

The method of banking pursued in the case of the Scandinavian 
American Bank and backed up by Townley's supreme court is just 
an index as to what might be expected in the management of the 
State bank. In fact, there has alreadv been so much collusion 
between the officials of the State bank and those of the Scandinavian- 
American Bank as to make the latter almost a dependency in fact, 
if not in law, of the State institution. 

(2) Next under control of the Industrial Conmaission — that is, 
Townley — is the business of milling and elevators and any other 
businesis that they may see fit to take over, with the power to fix 
buying and sellir^ prices, in all of which enterprises they are backed 
by $5,000,000 boncl issue of the State. This department of business 
by the State can go into any community which refuses to vote the 
Townley ticket and estabhsh a competitive store or stores and take 
over the private businesses of that community. Indeed, it can use 
the State funds for doing this same sort of thmg, for the purpose of 
insuring Townley's support or of punishing lack of Townley support 
in any community in Nebraska, Minnesota, Massachusetts, or even, 
when the Townley campaign reaches that far, in any community in 
Europe or in Asia. As yet its miUing operations are confined to one 
500-barrel mill, which, in connection with its bakery, is selling bread 
at 5 cents a loaf less than its production cost, the State paying the 
deficit as a campaign fund for Townleyism in North Dakota and 
other States. 

(3) Then there is the Home Builders' Association, backed by 
$10,000,000 of State bonds, with authority to acquire homes for 
applicants who shall be approved by Towiiley. For this purpose 
State funds may be used to purchase or even to condemn, at a com- 
pensation fixed by a Townley board of appraisers, any home or other 
property of a Townley opponent. Here again the SociaUst autocrat 
of North Dakota prepares to imitate the example of the autocrat of 
Russian Bolshevism, by confiscating the property of his poUtical 
opponents for the benefit of his adherents. 

(4) Then, there is the Commission of Immigration which, as in the 
case of all these subdepartments of the Industrial Commission^ has 
its heads and subordinates, even down to the office boy, appomted 
either directly or indirectly by the dictator Townley. This commis- 
sion has prevented the deportation of lawless I. W. W's of foreign 
birth and by its administration of the powers given to it has en- 
couraged both secret and open alliance between me Townleyites and 
the worst element of the I. W. W. and other radical organizations. 

(5) Then there is a State printing commission, which is nothing 
short of an organized press bureau, subsidized by State funds, for 
propagatu^ Townleyism throughout the State. It has established 
a State official newspaper at Fargo, under the direct control of 
Townley. This and other newspaper organs estabUshed and financed 
in the various counties, through aesignations as official newspapers, 
in which alone legal pubhcations can be made, support the Soviet 
State government of Townley and are in turn supported by it. Woe 
to the small publisher who dares to balk at the monstrosities of 
Townleyism. Townley newspapers are being established in other 

S. Doc. 260, 66-2 2 
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States, and particularly in Minnesota, the next great battle groond 
with Townleyism, and the indications are that the State funds of 
North Dakota are being used, directly and indirectly, in addition to 
the immense resources from the hundreds of thousands of member- 
ship fees at $16 per (it has just been raised to $18 per) to spread 
Townleyism throughout the United States. 

(6) Last, but not least, is the commission of education, with com- 
plete control, through Townley, of the public schools of the State, 
mcluding the State University, of aU text books used in the schools 
and of the newly established circulating library to carry to the 
families of the State in a constant stream the books and periodicals 
selected by Townley and purchased and circulated by State funds. 
So the school chilcfren of North Dakota, instead of studying sach 

Juestions as What was Magna Charta? and Who was Abraham 
incoln ? now study to answer such questions as What is big business ? 
and Who is A. C. Townley? and are guided to learn the full and 
correct answer by some teacher whose only qualification is that she 
or he is a devotee of Townley socialism. 

One C. L. Stangeland, a man who had been dismissed from the 
consular service in England in 1917, had become the Townley ap- 

Eointee as State librarian, and, therefore, in chaise of the circulating 
brary of the State. Stangeland made the circulating library an 
instrument of propaganda of socialism in all its orthodox phases, 
its purpose of aestroying government, of destroying religion, and of 
elijoainating the family rdiation foxmded upon marriage. 

Here are some of the books which Stangeland was sending out to 
the country communities of the State: 

Socialism and Modem Science, bv Fern; Evolution of Property, by 
La Farges; Not Guilty, by Blatchford; Love and Marriage, oy Ellen 
Key; Ix)ve and Ethics, by Ellen Keys; The Bolsheviki and World 
Peace, by Leon Trotsii; The History of the Supreme Court, by 
Myers; Ine Profits of Religion, by Sinclair; Anarchism and Socialism, 
by Harris. 

Thus was the Townley species of socialism seeking to propagate 
itself by distributing throughout the State books advocatiujg sociid* 
ism and bolshevism, free love and atheism, and also disloyalty 
and distrust of every institution which is denoted within the terrn 
''Americanism.'' Li the same way pictures of Lenin, Trotski, and 
other red radicals are sent out to North Dakota families, while those 
of Washington, Lincoln, and Pershing, and other American patriots 
are suppressed. 

An extra session of the same Townleyite legislature adjourned only 
the other day after a short session at fiismarck. Among the accom- 
plishments of this extra session were the reorganization of its secret 
caucus controlling every legislative act, a legislative castigating of 
Attorney General Langer and Secretary of State Hall, who had kicked 
over the Townleyite traces since their election, and the passing over 
of the charges against a Townleyite banker who had been convicted 
in court of malmig false statements to the State banking board and 
juggling with all paper deposited in the bank in order to deceive the 
otate commission. 

It then passed the so-called absent voter law, imder the terms oi 
which any person Uving half a mile or more from nis poUing place may 
long before election day receive his ballot as an "absent voter" an 3 
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may mark it with the assistance of any other person whom he may 
elect for that purpose. Of course, the object of the law was to compel 
the farmers to vote as thev talked, or rather, as they were talked to. 
Some innovation on the Australian secret ballot heretofore used in 
North Dakota! 

The same legislature gave the governor power to seize coal mines 
or any pubhc utility and to use the mihtary forces of the State for 
that purpose whenever he deems that an emej^ency exists demanding 
such action. 

THE SOCIALIST WOBLD-WIDE OOALTTION. 

From the foregoing is demonstrated the aUiance, yes the identity 
of SociaUsm with Communism, of Socialism and Communism with 
Bolshevism, of Socialism, Communism, and Bolshevism with I. W. 
W.ism, and that Townleyism is allied with aU four of these other 
active '^sms'' to destroy our National and State Governments. 
There has never been in the history of the world a stronger, more 
active, better financed, or more thoroughly organized coaUtion, 
military or otherwise, menacing the peace, prosperity, and demo- 
cratic ideals of the world than these which are now allied in purpose 
and in activity to divorce forever from every form of government all 
regard for individual rights which were estabhshed as part of English 
and American civilization, as a part of Enghsh and American juris- 
prudence and of a civilized EngUsh and .^Gnerican form of govern- 
ment based upon Magna Charta and our American BiU of Rights. 

The radical antigovernment forces of the world are combined to 
make the United States their next great battle groimd. MUlions of 
rubles of Russian Bolshevist money are being poured into this coimtry 
to finance the organization and work and propaganda of Socialism 
in every form. Agitators, schooled under Lenm and Trotski, have 
been imported into the United States and are working with their 
poisoned gases in every State in the Union. They work with the 
SociaHst radical labor group and always with the insurrectionary 
I. W. W's. They and their allies of the I. W. W. are given refuge, aid, 
and comfort by the disloyal members of Townley's organization. 
The next battle line between Americanism and Socialism will be the 
Great Red River of the North, on the west of which are gathering the 
Socialist forces, under their red flag, honored and adopted by their 
leader Townley, who declared at StiUwater, Minn., last February, that 
'Hhe red flag has always been the emblem of the oppressed.'' In 
Townley's North Dakota Legislature last winter a bill was introduced 

frohibiting the advocacy of sabotage in the forms practiced by the 
. W. W. revolutionists, but the bill was not able to pass Townley's 
secret caucus and was killed. At the same session, and again at this 
recent special session of the same legislature, a bill to prohibit the 
display of the SociaHst red flag was killed by the Townley gang. 

Last week at the trial in the Federal Court in Kansas CSty of 
32 I. W. W.s, on the charge of violating the espionage act, secret 
correspondence between Townley's Non-Partisan League and the 
I. W. W. in 1917 was brought to light, in which Townley's organiza- 
tion was seeking an agreement with the agricultural branch of the 
I, W. W. regarmng the hiring of farm labor in connection with the 
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attempt of the I. W. W. to gain control of the food and fuel supplies 
in Kansas and Oklahoma. 

Townleyism is also allied with bolshevism. Early this year 
To"wiiley and his o^anizers, including his tool and satellite, Gov, 
Frazier, of North Dakota, combined to cooperate with the new 
independent labor party in Illinois for the municipal campai^ in 
Qiicago and for uniting the farmers and city workingmen for political 
purposes and in accordance with that plan later emerged the so-called 
^'National Farmers Council/' a sort of national Non-r artisan League 
xmder the lead of Townley. 

When this national league was contemplated, the intention of 
Townley was stated by one of his spokesmen in an interview reported 
in the Chicago Daily News of January 14, as follows: 

Democracy is a failure. There is no hope for economic redemption through any 
of the political expressions of democracy. We must have an entirely new system, 
a system based not on politics but on industry. The producers on the farm and in 
the shops must unite in one great political union. All party lines must be ignored. 
The old parties are only einpty shells. This new party composed of producers will 
take all the machinery of Government production and distribution in the interest 
of the people. 

**That would be class government," it was suggested. 

**0h, no," was the reply, "it would be government by the majority. There are 
6,000,000 farmers and millions of workmen. These constitute the vast majority of 
the United States. It is the purpose of the Non-Partisan League to bring these two 
great bodies of workers together, then we can dictate terms to the balance of the 
coimtry. Our union will be modeled after the Russian Soviets with the eliminatioD 
of the objectionable featiu:es. It will be an adaptation of the Russian idea of govern- 
ment, of the producers, for the producers, and by the producers, to American habits 
of thought. It will, however, be of the complete Russian idea in an American form. " 

"When do you propose to start a movement of this kind?" he was asked. 

"Probably after the peace terms are si^ed, " was the reply. "You know that the 
farmers and workingmen joined hands m North Dakota and are now in complete 
possession of political power in that State. They won the governor, the legislature, 
every State office, ana the courts. At the November election their amendments 
to the State constitution carried, practically making it a new instrument. These 
amendments enable the people to use the credit of tne State to build cold storage 
plants, grain elevators, packmg plants, purchase the telegraph and telephone system, 
utilize the water powers — ^in fact, establish a complete system of State owneraliip. 
This program will be carried out to the letter. The State will act as middleman. 
If this can be done in North Dakota it can be done in Illinois and other States. ' ' 

It transpired last week that the Wisconsin branch of Townley's 
Non-Partisan League had helped to finance the defense of Victor 
Berger in his recent trial for violation of the espionage act, and 
helped to bring about Berger' s recent reelection to Congress. 

And this Townley program is the one as to which Townley has 
publicly stated: 

The da)r will come when this program will be the program, not only of the majority 
of the United States, but the program of the Unitea States. Then our work will be 
done. 

So the Townley battalions of the allied forces, threatening destruc- 
tion to the Federal and State governments of this country, are prepar- 
ing first to subdue Minnesota and then continue their conquest by a 
steady march east to the Atlantic Coast, south to the Gulf of Mexico 
and west to the Pacific Coast. They are confident of an easy victory 
in Minnesota, and not without reason. In the 1918, Minnesota State 
election the Townley State ticket received the support of over 150,000 
votes out of a total of about 350,000 for both bumquist and Lind- 
bergh. The Townley Non-Partisan League in Minnesota then had 
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45,871 memberships, each one of whom was represented by a vote for 
the Townley ticket, and the result showed that for every Non-Partisan 
League voter there were added two other votes for the Townley ticket 
from the straight Socialist, I. W. W., radical labor and pro-German 
sympathizers. That was the time, however, when war feeling ran 
high and kept niany labor votes from supporting the avowecTpro- 
German ticket of Townley. To-day the Minnesota Non-Partisan 
League membership has increased to over 60,000 and, with the war 
issue eliminated and the anti-German labor vote voting one-half 
radical, the next Townley ticket in Minnesota may reasbnaoly expect 
over 200,000 votes, or enough to sweep the State. This is just what 
will hapi)en unless the present organizations against Townleyism shall 
succeea in their plans to defena our great State fromythe invasion 
now threatened from the West. 

The immense funds from Non-Partisan League memberships, which 
are poured into the Townley campaign treasury, are used to purchase 
newspapers throughout the State and to hire organizers and campaign 
speakers without limit. From its membership fees and other sources 
in Minnesota alone it receives over $1,000,000 a year, and this fxmd 
will be doubled and tripled if necessary in order to place Minnesota 
and its industries and its people imder the yoke of Townleyism. The 
good people of my State are not sleeping. Organizations have been 
formed with headquarters at St. Paul and with branches throughout 
■ the State to safeguard the State's government by law and to preserve 
to its citizens the institutions of private property and personal rights 
against their confiscation by a Townley form of State government. 
•Kieir only hope of victory lies in the hope of showing to the citizens 
who, by deceit and threats have been brought under the Townley 
flag, that their own interests and those of the State are liable to be 
betrayed by the same traitor to whose cause the people and the busi- 
ness of North Dakota have been sacrificed. 

UNIONISM A SAFEGUABD. 

Townley, the bankrupt, now on his way to State prison under con- 
viction in Minnesota of sedition, has, through his associates, in his 
national organization, under the camouflaged name of ''National 
Farmers' Council '' omy last week attempted to pacify the leaders of 
the American Federation of Labor and to make an alliance with union- 
ism for the nationalization of industries and various other measures 
advocated by Socialism. The Townley organization had already 
allied itself with the radical elements of labor which the American 
Federation of Labor has proposed to expel from its organization, but 
those in control of the policy of the American Federation of Labor 
have announced that tne application of Townlev's league will be 
\ denied. The Townley league wiU, therefore, be left to an alliance 
only with the radical labor element represented by such men as Wm. 
Z. Foster, who have failed against the protests of Mr. Gompers to 
turn the American Federation of Labor over to the radicals. Organ- 
ized labor thus still stands for Americanism. At the opening of the 
war the American Federation of Labor declared: 

We, the officers of the National and international Trade Unions of America in 
national conference assembled in the capital of our Nation, hereby pledge ourselveB 
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in peace or in war, in Btrees or in stonn. to stand unreeervedly by the standards of 
liberty and the safety and preservation of the institutions and ideals of our Republic. 

Air the American Federation's Convention at Atlantic City last 
June it was declared: 

Whatever tends to undermine the institutions of the American democracy or to 
dieintegrate the machinery of the American trade union movement must be contested 
at every step and defeated. 

And as against an attempt to commit the Federation in favor of 
bolshevism in one form or another, the following resolution was 
passed: 

Resolved, That this convention refuse its indorsement of the Soviet Government of 
Kussia or any other form of government in that country until tiie peoples of RusbIa, 
through a conatituent or other form of national assembly shall have estabhshed a 
truly democratic form of government. 

Organized labor, then, recognizes the distinction and the vast 
difference between the industrial purposes of imionism and the 
revolutionary aims of Socialism (see articles by Samuel Gompeis 
and Ole Hanson in McClure's Magazine, April, 1919, also Gompen 
in McClure's of May, 1919). 

Let us cherish and cultivate this loyalty of organized labor in this 
country by conciUation, and by concession, not as a reward, but as 
a means of cultivating a strong, indispensible ally in the coinins 
struggle for the preservation of our form of government. Organizeo 
labor has proven its loyalty to American institutions. Let us see 
to it that we keep as our €uly, against the increasing radical forces 
of revolution^ this great power which may in the final struggle be 
the determinmg force and emei^e as the ultimate safeguard of our 
Qovemment and its institutions. 

NEW POLITIOAL PARTIES. 

In our Government by the people its citizens control by the ballot 
and where great issues arise they are represented bv poUtical parties. 
We now have two kinds of parties, (1) the Repubhcan and Demo- 
cratic parties, with diflFerences in issues which are minor ones when 
compared with the great issue which is now pressing upon us. They 
differ only as to the methods of administration to be applied under 
a government of law which they both recognize. Neither of these 
parties has in its platform, or m its ideals, the purpose to wreck 
our Government. They are both antagonists of (2) the other class 
of political parties which, under whatever name, represent the 
socialist purpose of destroying our Qovemment and to mak^ it a 
government of unrestrained, unchecked, rule of the mob with the 
avowed purpose of destroying the institution of private propertj^. 

There is one great social, economic and political issue now swiftly 
approaching for determination by the ballot. Indeed, it is here 
now, and the sooner we recognize the fact of its presence the sooner 
shall we be able to demonstrate to the world the stability of a demo- 
OTatic government by law. The revolutionary forces of Socialism 
are arrayed with their threats of violence, with their riots and en- 
couragement of riots and rebellion and revolution against our Gov- 
ernment. They are strikers, not against an employer, not for the 
purpose of any industrial reUef , they are strikers against the Govern- 
ment, defying that Government which they intend to destroy. 
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The strike is on. It is for every loyal citizen, bourgeoisie or pro- 
letariaxL, employer or employee, capitalist or laborer, to unite m a 
solid front at the polls and place a man in the highest executive 
office of the Nation, and men throughout the Nation and the States 
in executive oflBices, who stand for our Government by law, who 
stand for its flag and who will have back of them the moral support, 
and if necessary the physical support, sufficient to preserve that 
Government. It is necessary to show the radicals, the revolutionists, 
the rebels, the strikers against government, that the sentiment of 
Americans is overwhelmingly against them. 

In this struggle which is now upon us, the loyal repubhcan, the 
loyal democrat, the loyal citizen, should cast behind him all thought 
of precedent of existing party lines and unite in a new American 
party in a fight for Americanism v. Socialism. 
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